UNRULY FAMILY
In February 1772, therefore, the following message was delivered
to Parliament:
His Majesty, being desirous, from paternal affection to his own
family and anxious concern for the future welfare of his people, and
the honour and dignity of his Crown, that the right of approving
all marriages in the Royal Family [which ever has belonged to the
Kings of this Realm as a matter of public concern] may be made
effectual, recommends to both Houses of Parliament to take into
their serious consideration whether it may not be wise and expedient
to supply the defects of the laws now in being, and by some new
provision more effectually to guard the descendants of his late
Majesty King George II [other than the issue of Princesses who may
have married or may hereafter marry into Foreign Families] from
marrying without the approbation of His Majesty, his heirs and
successors, first had and obtained.
Both Houses received the Royal Message c with the utmost cold-
ness and disgust/ Even some of the members of the Ministry
found it difficult to give their support to the Bill which at the
King's wishes Mansfield had drafted. The principle behind the
King's intention was a violation of the right c that all Christians
have to marry'—an argument which, good Whigs used with
much eclat, forgetful of the fact that that same right had been
violated by their party when it was forbidden for a Prince of the
Blood to marry a Catholic!
The Royal Marriage Bill was hotly contested as it was put
through Parliament. Chatham condemned it as e new-fangled
and impudent,' and went on to observe that it invested the Kong
with a ' wanton and tyrannical' power. Others indecently said
that the tide of the Bill ought to be changed to * An Act to
encourage Fornications and Adultery in the descendants of
George II!' With the King the matter was a personal one: it
was useless for North to attempt to explain that many of his
colleagues in the Cabinet were doubtful about the propriety of
the measure. On February 26tt, 1772, the King wrote to his
Prime Minister:
I cannot say that the management of the debate in the House of
Lords has eciified me. I hope there will be a meeting to-morrow to
settle the mode of proceeding on Friday. I do expect every nerve
to be strained to carry the Bill through both Houses with a becoming
firmness, for it is not a question that immediately relates tp
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